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j THE SETTLE g
By MILDRED WHITE.

Ing to your friend and telling her from
me that she Is to be reinstated here,
with promise of being undisturbed, un-

til she 1ms the advantage of a good
start?"

Cynthia arose.
"You can't mean " she began shak-

ily. She paused.
"I am Ruth Cynthia Vail," she told

him.
The man smiled enigmatically.
"You looked very much at home up

The Trouble
Listener

By R. RAY BAKER

County Bends Paid Off.

Acting under instructions of the

County Court County Clerk Joe Gideon

and County Treasurer Arthur James

paid off $21,500 00 cf the bonded in-

debtedness of Tney County. This

means the interest chaige against the

county will be reduced oyer one thou

sand dol'ars per year. The paying en

of these bonds will enable the county

to use this amount at home.

It was to pay these bonds that the

County Court called in a Dumber of

loan on "the sinking fund. There

remain $20,000.00 of bones unpaid at

the present time. The county 13 to

be congratulated on its good fortune in

getting out of deb'. It should soon

be possible to devote all our energy to

improvement.

As (hey were being seated she re-

marked :

"Where have yon been the Inst three
years? I heard you went West. And
you look so pale. You must have been
sick."

He nodded but did not vouchsafe a
reply, simply moistening his dry Hps
with his tongue.

"I beard you were engaged to marry
out there," she rattled on. "Well, I got
married soon after you left; nhd we
lived so happily till"

Tears come to her eyes and a chok-

ing sob halted her couverealica. She
blew her nose nnd resumed:

"Ain't It queer, to see people like
Sirs. Haines back there fretting and
worrying about that little boy and
thinking she's In misery; while here I
am with something real to worry about.
Oh. Joe, It's awful, thot's what It Is I

Who would have thought two years
ago Oh, that husband of mine Is a
brute! Do you know what he's been
doing? Well he he's been going out
with another woman, that's what."

She broke down completely and the
niiin placed a sympathetic hand on her
shoulder.

"Don't feel so badly," be advised. "It
cait be helped. Men sometimes do
tho'e things. Anyhow, It Isn't as bad
as If"

She looked up and snld almost sav-

agely :

"Oh, It ain't? That's all right for
you to say, Joe Carson you who never
hnd a cure In your life, and louded
down with cash, too. I can't tell you
how I'm suffering because of Walter's
actions,

"Von see, Walter never comes home
to lunch; but I phoned his ofllce at
noon yesterday to sec about some
things for dinner, and the ofllce girl
told me he went out to eat wtth xoine
woman. It made me furious, but I
didn't say a word to Walter. I called
again just a little while ago and the
glr! told me the same thing. So I

came out to take a walk and decide
whether to get n divorce or Just leave
him. That woman must be terrible-o- ne

of those vampires,"
Another flood of tears broke forth

and Carson looked about uneasily, hes-

itating to speuk lest he say the wrong
thing ngnln.

The languid young woman and the
bnre-legge- d boy who was such a trial
were passing. The youngster was
laughing up at his mother as they trip-

ped along, his hand In hers.
Evelyn looked after them and re-

marked sneerlngly :

"Well, Mrs, Unities has got over her
spell and the kid's finger ain't bother
Ing' him now. Ain't that the limit?"

She did not observe n middle-age- d

man and an elderly lady with gray
hnlr who were sauntering through
the park until they were close to the
bench.

"Evelyn 1" exclaimed the man In as-

tonishment as he and his companion
halted. "Why, how do you happen to
bo here?"

Evelyn lenped to her feet In sur-

prise and confusion. However, In nn
Instant she had regained her compos-

ure and was nil smites,

Has Your Patent Been Delivered?

A large number of patents to Taney

county lands are unclaimed in the U
S. Laud rffiw--e at Springfield. We are

publishing this list that all may see if

they are interested in any of these on

delivered patents.

The land office has made arrange-

ment with Chat. H. Groom and pro-

vided him with blanks for sending for

anv of the patents mentioned'
We advise owners of lands to look

over the list and if the patent to your

liiid is mentioned therein to proceed

to procure same. The recording fee

is the only charge made.

(Continued from last week.)
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Cynthia paused before the doorway
of the old house and looked up at Its
desolate She hnd known the
'time when these windows were trim
with white curtains, the shining glass
reflecting firelight within. A"s work-
men enrae past, removing old mahog-
any furniture, a whim seized her to go
In through the open door and Inspect
the straggling rooms, with their unex-
pected comers.

Soggy full leaves, which had lately
been luxuriant and green, carpeted the
veranda floor; Cynthia thought, as she
stepped Inside, that the leaves were nn
emblem of that" life which had, until
the last, made the rambling dwelling a

place of comfort. The springtime of
the woman's life bad been green and
generous with promise; now, even ns
the tenves, It lay broken and wasted.

The stairs- - echoed to her tre,ud as
she went on to the long hall above.
From this hall rooms branched out
perplexlngly nnd she hesitated select-

ing her way. Here, a white marble
muntel beckoned from Its Inviting nook
nenr the green latticed bow-wlnd- o ;

there, an outer balcony promised a
view of the tangled garden beneath.
But Cynthln went down three steps,
to 11 second hallway, on to a twisting
turn, resting at length on a wooden
settle nt the end. The place was de-

lightfully surprising. She thought how
easily one might keep house for one's
self In one or two of the grent spread-

ing rooms. Cynthia loved to keep
house. Now, she was boarding.

Presently, ns she sat, she began to
dream of the old house, peopled with
forms of her fancy. Some way, always
In the center of these happy dream
people she herself moved, dispensing
hospitality. The fire beneath the mar-

ble mautel of the living room glowed
cheerily. Late crysnnthemums were
heaped upon It. Then, with a tremu-

lous laugh Into the shadows' of the hall,
Cynthia came back from her dreaming
to a realization of her own small room
at the city boarding house.

Following the sound of her broken
laughter came quickly another step.
Some one else had paused, perplexed
nt that last twisting way, undecided
how to continue. The unexpected sight
of her apparently decided the man, for
he advanced, hut n hand, toward the
settle.

"I'nrdon the Intrusion," he begun. "1

thought the house vacant."
"So It Is," Cynthia told him. "I

strayed In, following an Impulse."
"Interesting old place," the roan said

plensnntly; "don't let me Interrupt
your Inspection."

"I am not exactly Inspecting," she
snld.

Looking Into his kind, shrewd eyes,
Cynthia wns moved by a second Im-

pulsea need of fellow sympathy, per
haps, for the hardness of the world.
She herself could hardly hove explain-

ed the Impulse.
"I came," she added abruptly, "to

think things over. To put myself, ns
It were, In place of the woman who
has been dispossessed of the home of
her lifetime. To wonder Jwt whnt 1

should do In her place."
"Dispossessed ?" asked the man. Un-

invited, he seated himself on the set-

tle.
Cynthia nodded.
"She carried the mortgage ns long as

she could, and then It was foreclosed.
There had been an Invalid father for
years, you see, her youth wns tied.
But she made little money go a very
long way; she was planning to make
the old house pay for Itself, when"
Cynthia's tender face hardened "a
brute of a man foreclosed the mort-gog- e.

He'd been waiting his chance
for years, wanted to build a big apart-
ment on the land. 80 the poor womnn

had to get out. I" she brushed th
tears from her eyes "It's 8 tragedy to
ine," Cynthia explained. "Ion see, I
knew her well."

The man drew' a notebook from his
pocket and held It up to the light.

"Kuth Yall was the former owner of
the property, I believe," he said.

"Yon knew this man who fore-

closed r ,
"I saw him," Cynthia replied, "Just

once. A red-face- bully who made no
allowance for woman's helplessness Jn
his dismissal." Her Indignation ended
In a sudden smile.

"I hoped," said Cynthln, "that I
might meet that man here today to
give him an Illuminating glimpse of
his own character. Gain and greed
have killed all .humanity In him."

The atrnnger rose from the bettle
and stood looking down upon her,

"You may be right," be said,
thoughtfully. "Sometimes that Is so;
but this red-face- d bully of whom you
speak was but the owner's agent ful
filling what he thought to be his duty.
The despicable creature to whom yon

refer Is myself. I held that mortgage;
that I was not Informed of this particu-

lar Instance of foreclosure does not tx-
cuse me. My man is ordered to take
always what Is mine. Now that you

have relieved my blindness will you

on that settle," he snld.
(Copyright, Wtatarn Ntwipapar Union)

REVERSE METHOD OF NATURE

How Japanese Produc Dwarf Tree
Which In Many Cases Are Re-

markably Beautiful.

There Is a general Impression that
thp method of producing dwarf trees Is
n secret that the Japanese have never
divulged, but the course to he pur-

sued Is really simple. The whole sys-
tem of culture mny be summed up tis
the reverse of nature's method. It
really consists, not tn vhe survival of
the fittest, but rather In the survival
of the unflttest. A poor, weak seed Is
usually chosen and planted. As soon
as It has attained some growth the
lending shoot Is trimmed off. The lit
tle plnnt then grows two other shoots,
nnd these are cnrefully watched. When
one shoot exhibits n strength nnd vi-

tality greater than its fellow, It Is nt
once cut off, nnd the weaker shoot Is
untouched In order to form the future
dwnrf tree's mnln stem or trunk. This
system of trimming nnd cutting Is fol-

lowed punctiliously. Water Is seldom
used only In very small quantities to
keep the little plant actually nllve.
The tree Is kept In n pot too small for
Its full development, and the roots are
constantly pruned. The shoots nro
cnrefully trnlned and bent to follow
the growth of a large tree. All this
requires great patience, but the Jap
anese never tire watching the growth
of the tree from day to day, week to
week, and month to month." When the
tree hns been growing for about five
years, It can then be practically loft
to take core of Itself. It hns become
accustomed to Its trnlnlng, nnd Its sur
roundings, and, like force of habit, fol-lo-

the course Inld out for It. In this
manner some very magnificent speci-
mens of dwarf trees are produced
which In their miniature beauty and
majesty comporc favorably with their
big brothers In the untrained forests.

How to Retrieve Stamp.
Most people do not know that en

unused postage stamp which has been
attached to a letter that It Is decided,
later, not to mall, con be very easily
separated from the envelope It clenves
to without the troublesome soaking In
water Unit takes time when one wants
to use the stamp In a hurry. And most
people do want a stamp In a hurry.

The trick Is simple enough : Simply
tear the envelope from the stamp In
stead of trying to wrest the stamp
from the envelope, ('tit the envelope
away from the stamp, leaving Just a
margin of paper for thumb nnd finger
to grasp; then with the stump turned
away from you nnd the paper toward
yon, begin to peel-awa- y the pnper at
one rorner of the stamp, then another,
then limit her. Presently the paper will
be loose nt nil the edges nnd n little,
care will get It quite off the stntnp at
the center. Try this, next time you
want to use an already pastcd-dow-

postage stamp and see how easy It Is!

HOW IT 18 POSSIBLE TO
, RECORD EMOTIONS

OF CERTAIN VEGETABLES.
Did you know Ihnt vegetables

can write? An Indian scientist,
who hns made a very close study
of vegetables, has Invented nn
elaborate Instrument through
which vegetables record their
emotions In visible marks and
dots.

As, In the ordinary course of
events, It would take too long to
wait for the emotions to occur
(for vegetables do not pass
through such rnpld emotions as
human beings), the scientist In-

duces the emotions, "rending,"
subsequently, the vegetable's

upon the subject.
This scientist excites the veg-

etable, and Its excitement Is
plainly shown by the manner In
which It writes Its dots. He be-

numbs ft with potassium cya-

nide. The "pen" writes nothing.
He makes It drunk,by adminis-
tering Intoxicating vapors, and
the dots are as straggling ns a
toper's foostepg I

Finally, he kills the vegetnble
by heat The dots descend as
the temperature rises. At 140
degrees Fahrenheit the dots
bound suddenly upward. This
Is the final spasm The vege-

table Is dead.
. Astonishing as this may ap-

pear, It Is less surprising, scien-
tists say, when it Is realized what
a fine line divides the animal and
vegetable kingdoms.

Optimistic Thought.
Those wlw travel Wad more ths

(Coprrlibt. Hit. br the UcClar Nw-pap- tr

Syndicate.)

lie stood at the pnrk entrance, a
dark-hatre- fashionably garbed man
of slender build, and allowed his cune
to swing repeatedly against the wall
that embraced the terrace. Beneath a
small, dignified mustache his Hps
twitched nervously, and his black eyes,
set In a pale, almost emaciated face,
roamed restlessly over the throng that
was enjoying n late afternoon siesta.

From his position at the gate be
could see two old men smoking corn-

cob nlpes contentedly, chatting aimless-
ly as they rested on a bench, against
which a pair of crutches leaned. Near-

by was a languid young woman with
yellow hair shielded by a red parasol,
gazing dreamily into space and now
and then calling methodically: "Ed-

ward, come here," to a barelegged
youngster romping, heedless of her ad-

monitions, on the lawn In the vicinity
of "keep off" sign.

A grimy laborer, clamping his Jaws
placidly on plug and carrying a dented
dinner pall, his shoulders, hunched for-wnr- d

and his feet dragging after him,
slouched Into the pnrk and paused nenr
the entrance, where the wind had sep-

arated an abandoned newspaper Into
Its several folios and scattered them
over the grass.

The laborer glanced furtively about,
stepped gingerly on the lawn, and a

moment later moved out of sight along
the walk, whistling listlessly no tune
In particular, the newspaper folded
compactly and protruding from a coat
pocket

Two girls passed near the observer
with the cane. One was chewing vi-

ciously on gum, punctuating her re-

marks with frequent nnncks of the
Hps. The other evidently had been
weeping, for there were traces of tears
In her eyes and she carried a wilted
handkerchief.

"I'd tell Mm where tuh get off at."
snapped the gum chewer. "Don't let
Mm put nnythlng like that over on
yuh. The Ideor dockln' yuh a whole
dollar Jes Vnnse yuh basted one meas-
ly ll'l fift'-cen- t vase. Well, goo'by, I
gotta hurry home 'n' get fed."

fhe hurried off through the park,
while the other girl walked on down
the street, soaking up more salt water
with the tiny d squnre of
linen. All this censed abruptly at the
next corner, where she was Joined by
a young man and a ripple of laughter
floated back.

The man with the cane smiled
somewhat grimly and adjusted the
stick on his arm.

"The Inhobltonts of this old world
certainly do have their troubles." he
sighed, and as he turned he collided
with n tall, thin, blond young woman
clad Jn pink.

Tardon," he murmured, and then ns
he recognized hers

"Oh, hello, Evelyn. This Is n sur-
prise. What are you doing, that you
can't see where you're going? Study-
ing astronomy?"

Evelyn smiled sadly and took him
by the arm.

"You're Just the man I need," she as-

serted. "I'm In awful trouble and It's
all on account of my d husband.
Joe, I wish I'd married you. Come In
the park and IU tell you nil about It.
and maybe you can advise me."

.With an air of resignation he al-

lowed himself to be piloted along the
park walk. They were Just In time to
see nnd hear the amiable discussion of

the two old men with corncob pipes
break Up In nn angry, sputtering argu-
ment over the effect of the peace treaty
on the map of Europe, or the high
cost of living, or the batting percent-
age of the major league catchers.

As the man and the girl passed the
yoimg woman with the yellow hnlr, the
youngster who had been romping on
the lawn en me running tip to her, split-
ting the air with shrieks.

The young woman r.nffested great
nnnoynnce, stopped gazing at distant
nothings, seized the bnre-legge- d child
by the anus and dumped him uncere-
moniously nn the bench beside her.

"Now, what's the matter?" she de-

manded angrily. "Can't 1 have a min-

ute's pence? What are you roaring
about?"

"I bit my finder," he walled, and
let loose another torrent of tears.

"Shut up!" she commanded, nnd
gave him a slop across the face. He
heenme silent Immediately, except fcr
some sniffles, evidently
through fen 1. She looked up ns Eve
lyn and her escort were passlhg and
nodded.

"Oh I How do you do. Mrs. Bcnjo
inln. she snld. "Did you ever see
such a kid? I don't have a second of
comfort. I wish he'd never been horn.
He's driving me crazy."

"She thinks she's having troubles,"
snld Evelyn "to her companion, as they
went down the wulk. "But her trot
hies are nothing compared to mine,

Walt till I tell you. Come over to this

County Treasurer, Arthur James ad-

vises us that practically all of the 1919

taxes collected have been turned iu

and he is now in a position to pay al-

most all warrants for 1919 ami earlier.

County Collector J. B. Hicks has

been very busy on the collector's

books. The collections for December

were much the largest in the history of

the cou.ity about $73,030.00. So

far us known the previous record was

abo'.; $50,000.00. Approximately 80

per cent of the 1519 taxet have been

paid.

Sheriff Combs lock Herbert Day to

Nevada to the asylum last week and

brought back Nmcy Risley, pronounced

cured.

The painters are busy giving the in

side work of the court house a new

coat of paint. The new chairs are

here, ready to be installed as soon as

the painting is finished. The new fur-

niture for the court has already been in-

stalled. When the work it finished we

will have a court house that will be a

credit to the county.

Columbia Mo., Jan. 16 The fact

that most of the disabled soldiers in

the University of Misso ri are tak-

ing agricuiture is poinud out by

Albert R. Gwinn, specialist for the

federal vocational education board, as

proof that a largj percentage of the

men seriously wounded in the war were

recruited from the farms. The record

of the board, he says, snows that approx-

imately 40 per cent of the disabled

men were farmers. At present the vo-

cational board has 115 disabled men

going to school here. About $10,000

is distributed among thern monthly.

Seventy-tw- o of these men are studying

agriculture, sixty-tw- o of them in the
course and ten in the

collegiate course.

LAND FOR NATIONAL FOREST

Presidential Proclamation Adds Many

Acrea in Wyoming to the
Public Domain.

The president, on July KV 101!),

signed a proclamation ridding 70,200

acres to the Wyoming national for-

est. This Increase In area was au-

thorized by the net ofAugust 10. 1010.

which provided for the addition of

B.7CO acres, known as the Fontcnellt
addition. In the southeastern part of

the Wyoming forest, and hy the net

of February 25, 1919. which provided

for the extens'o:i of the western
boundary "f the forest to the Idaho-Wyomin- g

state line by the Inclusion
of TO.fiOO acres.

The lands added are rolling, well

watered and pretty well covered with

a forest growth of aspen. Douglas fir

and Engelmnnn spruce. The Wyom-

ing national forest now has a total
acreage of 075.9S8.94 acres.

Natural Barometer.
One of the simplest of nature's

barometers Is 0 spider's web. When

there Is a prospect of w'nd or niln

the spicier shortens the filaments by

which Its web Is sustained and leaves

It In this state as long as the weather
Is variable. If ft "longate Its threads,

,lt la a sign of tine, calm weather.

Emeralds of the Aztecs.
Among ibe Aztec treasures of Mex-

ico, besides, other precious stones,

many erqutsitely cut emeralds were

found, uud ft Is from this senrce ttyit
the magnificent emeralds now forming

part of the royal collection of Spain

were supposed to bave come.

"Mrs. Wilcox," sold the man. "al-

low me to Introduce my wife. Evelyn,
you remember me speaking about the
buyer for the Clnyborn milliners our

best customers. Well, this Is she."
Evelyn beamed on Mrs. Wilcox.
"So pleased to meet you," she said

warmly. "My husband has often
spoken of you. Can't you come up to

the house for dinner tonight? Oh, by

the way Mrs. Wilcox and Walter,
dear meet Mr, Carson, nn old friend
I happened to meet while getting some

fresh air nnd sunshine."
Cnrson acknowledged the Introduc-

tion and presently excused himself.
Slowly he walked out of the pnrk.
swinging his cane, and entered the ho-

tel across the street. He noticed In

pnsslng that the two old men again
were smoking In peace.

"Troubles, troubles," he soliloquized.
"Everybody has them, and yet event
nnlly they seem to work out nil right.

But mine there's no chance."
He hodded to the clerk, who hand

ed him a telegram. With nervoii
fingers Cnrson tore open the envelope

"Come home, Joe," It read. "Parks
confessed to embezzlement. You are
cleared. I'm ready for the wedding."

Cnrson looked out the window at
the hurrying crowds, which he did not
see.

"The world's Just about all right,'
'he murmured. "Dear girl, she stuck
to me through It all."

Wild Animals That Are Passing.
" In former days one of the most nu-

merous of otir American game animals
wns the "prong-horn- " antelope. It hns

bees well-nig- exterminated, and
though there are some In the Wichita

forests and other nntlonnl game pre-

serves, they are sndly few. It Is feared
that this bepntjful species must Inev-

itably pnss away. Wherever there are
mountain sheep, on federal reserva-
tions utmost efforts are made to pro-

tect them. Their shyness Is proverb-

ial, and nnd yet In the Uncompngre
Nntlonnl forest (Colorado) they have
acquired such confidence that actually
they come into the town of Ourny In

the winter time to be fed.

Result of' Thought
S:mpllclty of character Is .the natur-

al result of profound thought. Has- -

(Continued next week.)

Free.
Although a busy sovernment

A tax to alt things would apply,
Th railroads never charge a cent

For leaving cinders In your aye.

Good Reason.
Hub I ilon't see wliere women at

quired their extravagance In dress.
Eve wasn't that way.

Wife Of course not. There was

only one man In the world then and
she had him.

He Gets It Again.
Percy Yes. I Judge others by my- -

, self, don't you know.
j Miss Keen nenlly! But Isn't that

rather a low standard of Judgment?

Unfeeling Father.
"Have the Blltherbys named their

new twins yet?"
Tes. but they were not given the

names applied to tlietn by Mf. dithers'
by when they first arrived."

What did he call the precious
pair?"

"Trouble. and 'More of It,'" Blr
tnlngham Age-Heral-

take upon yourself the .pleasure of to
bunch."
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